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Section A: Multiple-Choice



Passage 1: The European Fight Over 
North America

An analysis of the different approaches Spain and Britain took 

toward slavery reveals how St. Augustine became a refuge for 

escaped enslaved Africans.



Passage 1: The European Fight 
Over North America – Question 1

What is the primary purpose of the second paragraph?

a) To argue that Spanish Florida wasn’t as immoral as the British colonies

b) To demonstrate the moral evils of slavery

c) To show that Spain successfully eliminated the exploitation of Indigenous people

d) To explain how Spanish and British systems of slavery differed in law and practice



Passage 1: The European Fight 
Over North America – Question 1

What is the primary purpose of the second paragraph?

d)  To explain how Spanish and British systems of slavery differed in law and practice

The easiest way to arrive at answer (d) is via deduction. Options (a) and (b) both make claims about morality – in the former case, about Spanish 

Florida in comparison to the British colonies, and in the latter case, about slavery more generally. Although certain moral conclusions can be inferred 

from the passage, this is clearly not its primary purpose, and any such conclusions would at best be conjecture. As such, we can rule out options (a) 

and (b). Option (c) can be more objectively disproven; the passage states that, although Spain “officially outlawed the enslavement of Indigenous 

people”, they were still exploited under this system. Hence, the correct answer must be (d). This answer can also be arrived at ‘positively’, by noticing 

that the entire paragraph is dedicated to comparing and contrasting the two systems of slavery.



Passage 1: The European Fight 
Over North America – Question 2

Which of the following can be most reasonably inferred about 

Spain’s 1738 royal decree granting “liberty to all”?

a) It was motivated by religious concerns about conversion to Catholicism.

b) It reflected Spain’s consistent enforcement of anti-slavery laws.

c) It served both humanitarian and strategic military purposes.

d) It contributed towards the end of British influence in the region.



Passage 1: The European Fight 
Over North America – Question 2

Which of the following can be most reasonably inferred about 

Spain’s 1738 royal decree granting “liberty to all”?

c)  It served both humanitarian and strategic military purposes.

Again, there are two different ways to approach this question. The first is via deduction. Although (a) does at first seem plausible 

(since those who arrived at St. Augustine had to convert to Catholicism), it would be somewhat of a stretch to say that religion 

was the primary motivation for this decree. This therefore seems unlikely. Option (b) is unsupported by the passage, since Spain 

are stated to have still endorsed slavery. Option (d) is also incorrect since there is no mention of Britain having influence in the 

region at any point. This leaves option (c).

The second way to approach the question is to think about which answer has the most textual evidence. It is clear from 

paragraph three that the most important aspects of the decree were that the escapees pledged their allegiance and joined the 

militia (military motivations), and this then provided escapees with humanitarian relief. Option (c) is therefore correct.



Passage 1: The European Fight 
Over North America – Question 3

What is the word ‘encroachment’ used to mean in the first paragraph?

a) Cultural influence

b) Military threat

c) Gradual territorial intrusion

d) Religious influence



Passage 1: The European Fight 
Over North America – Question 3

What is the word ‘encroachment’ used to mean in the first paragraph?

c)  Gradual territorial intrusion

Although the word ‘encroachment’ can mean a physical, cultural or religious intrusion depending on the context, it is clear from 

the passage that St. Augustine was built to physically block out French advancement. Therefore, the correct answer is (c).


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9

