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Sample Questions 
 

The test has 2 separate sections, A and B.  

 

Section A: Multiple Choice  

This section is divided into 12 sub sections; each sub section has between 3 and 4 
questions.  

You should answer all 42 multiple choice questions in Section A, selecting one of the 
possible answers listed for each question.  

Time allowed: 95 minutes  

 

Section B: Essay 

This section has 5 essay questions. 

You should select and answer one question in Section B.  

Time allowed: 40 minutes  
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1. The European Fight Over North America 

St. Augustine was founded in 1565, when Spanish explorer and admiral Pedro Menéndez de 
Avilés established a fortified settlement on the site of a Timucua village called Seloy. At the 
behest of Spain’s Philip II, Menéndez built St. Augustine to secure Florida against French 
encroachment; it would become the oldest continuously occupied European-founded city in the 
continental United States. According to Chad Light, head anthropologist at Ponce de Leon’s 
Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park, the city’s strategic importance only grew as imperial 
powers fought for control of the Atlantic world. 

From the start, Spanish Florida operated under a legal and cultural framework different from that 
of the English colonies to the north. Light explains that Spain’s approach to slavery followed “the 
Roman system,” a structure that, while still harsh, recogn ized limited rights and legal pathways 
toward freedom. Enslaved people could marry and, in some cases, purchase their freedom, and 
they were not automatically enslaved for life simply by birth. Spain also officially outlawed the 
enslavement of Indigenous people, though Native labour was still exploited—proof, as Light 
notes, that passing laws and enforcing them were often two different matters. This stood in stark 
contrast to the British colonial system, which developed racialized chattel slavery, treating 

human beings as permanent, inheritable property and allowing families to be separated at will. 

In the 1730s, tensions were high as Spanish ships had been seizing British goods across 
Caribbean shipping routes. War was formally declared between the two countries in 1739; the 
year prior, the Spanish crown had issued a royal decree granting “liberty to  all” who escaped 
British enslavement by reaching St. Augustine and pledged allegiance to Spain. The escapees 
were required to convert to Catholicism and serve in the local militia to gain Spanish citizenship 
and join the growing community. Some elected to do this, while others took their freedom and 
kept moving farther South. 

Francisco Menéndez, a formerly enslaved man from West Africa, demonstrated skilful military 
leadership after pledging allegiance to Spain and was appointed captain of the city’s new Black 
militia. Under his leadership, roughly 100 free Black residents built Gracia Real de Santa Teresa 
de Mose (better known as Fort Mose)—a settlement of palm-thatched homes, farms and 
defences protecting St. Augustine’s northern frontier. Light notes that the Spanish didn’t simply 
tolerate the community; they actively helped fortify it, in part because Mose sat just two miles 
north of a Spanish fort known as Castillo de San Marcos, directly in the path of British raids as 
the conflict between the two nations escalated. Castillo de San Marcos gave residents a place 
to retreat during attacks. “When the bell started ringing, everybody ran to the blockhouse and 
just watched their houses get burned down,” Light says, “but at least they were still alive.” Adult 
men served in a militia, he adds, living much like a modern National Guard, protecting not only 
the fort itself but the growing network of Black homesteads and farms spreading north of the 
town. 

Adapted from an extract from ‘The Little-Known Story of the Enslaved Africans Who Found 
Freedom in the European Fight Over North America’ by Carrie Honaker 
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1. What is the primary purpose of the second paragraph? 

a) To argue that Spanish Florida wasn’t as immoral as the British colonies 

b) To demonstrate the moral evils of slavery 

c) To show that Spain successfully eliminated the exploitation of Indigenous people 

d) To explain how Spanish and British systems of slavery differed in law and practice 
 

2. Which of the following can be most reasonably inferred about Spain’s 1738 royal 
decree granting “liberty to all”? 

a) It was motivated by religious concerns about conversion to Catholicism. 

b) It reflected Spain’s consistent enforcement of anti-slavery laws. 

c) It served both humanitarian and strategic military purposes. 

d) It contributed towards the end of British influence in the region. 

 

3. What is the word ‘encroachment’ used to mean in the first paragraph? 

a) Cultural influence 

b) Military threat 

c) Gradual territorial intrusion 

d) Religious influence 
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